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Welcome to Barnet Education & Learning Service (BELS)

BPSI

SEND and
Inclusion

Connect

Governor
Services

Our Services
https://www.bels.org.uk/

School
Improvement

Data

Barnet Education & Learning Service
(BELS) is a local authority controlled
company which is responsible for providing
the Council's Education & Skills service to
Barnet schools.

Education
Welfare

ECT

Post 16

Useful Terms and Conditions
BELS is a private company of Barnet Council which has its own legal entity and terms and
conditions which are different from Barnet’s. Staff who join and want to contribute to a Pension
Scheme will become members of AVIVA – the Pension provider for BELS. Staff can contribute
4.5% of their salary into the Scheme and BELS will match this. There is also an option of
increasing contributions to 7% with BELS also contributing at this rate. Contributions higher this
this will not be matched by BELS.
As BELS is not a Local Authority, the company does not come under the Modification Order and
therefore does not recognise continuous service of employment from other Local
Authorities/schools. Your continuous service will start on the date you join the organisation.
Your annual leave is based on the grade and years of continuous service. Upon their start,
employees will be entitled to 26 days plus 8 Bank holidays per annum – pro-rated for part timers
and this would increase with service.
It is a standard practice that prospective employees are offered the starting point of the pay
scale and expect that staff would progress through the spine points on an annual
basis. However, if there is a strong case to pay above the minimum of the scale, the Senior
Management Team would consider the case.
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Letter to applicants
October 2021

Team:

Business Support and
Communications Team
Contact Officer:
Nanda Gorasia
Telephone:
020 8359 5123

Dear Applicant
Post: Business Support Officer
Thank you for the interest you have shown in the above opportunity.
This Information Job Pack gives a full explanation of the job and working for Barnet Education
and Learning Service (BELS), which I hope will encourage you to apply for the post.
To apply for this post, please visit www.islington.gov.uk/jobs. If you need assistance, please email
HR Team at schoolsrecruitment@islington.gov.uk quoting job reference BELS/889.
The closing date for applications is 5pm, Friday 29th October 2021.
Interviews will be held on Thursday, 4th November 2021.
If you would like to discuss this position on an informal basis, please contact me on 020 8359
5123 or nanda.gorasia@barnet.gov.uk.
I look forward to receiving an application from you.
Yours faithfully

Nanda Gorasia
Senior Business Support Officer
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Advert

Business Support Officer
Contractual details
• Hours: Full Time 36 hours per week
• Salary Grade: NJC spine points 14 to 20
• Salary: £26,052 - £28,992 pa
• Contract Type: fixed term for 6 months, All Year Round
• Start date: As soon as possible afterwards
• Location: Barnet Council Offices, 2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London NW9 4EW
This is an exciting opportunity for a self-motivated individual to join Barnet Education and
Learning Skills (BELS) and will be based within the Business Support and Communications
Team.
We are looking for a Business Support Officer to focus mainly on Complex Needs Panel i.e.
gathering advice, putting packs together, preparing agenda and minutes for chair person,
sending out packs to all attendees, chasing missing advice etc and also focusing on Special
Needs panel which takes place three times in a year. You will also assist other Business
Support Officers when required.
Main responsibilities include maintaining accurate records and able to work on your own
initiative, gathering information, attention to details, meeting deadlines.
It is essential that candidates have basic office experience and are proficient at using Microsoft
word, Microsoft Excel; training will be given on job. Should have knowledge on General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018.
For an informal discussion about this post please contact: Nanda Gorasia either by email
nanda.gorasia@barnet.gov.uk or by tel: 020 8359 5123.
Closing date: 5pm, Friday 29th October 2021
Interviews: Thursday 4th November 2021.
To apply for this post, please visit www.islington.gov.uk/jobs. If you need assistance, please email
HR Team at schoolsrecruitment@islington.gov.uk quoting job reference BELS/889.
Barnet Education and Learning Service (BELS) is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children, young people, and vulnerable adults and expects all
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Barnet Education and Learning Service
operates stringent safer recruitment procedures.
Barnet Education and Learning Service (BELS) is committed to promoting equality,
challenging discrimination and developing community cohesion. We welcome
applications from all sections of the community.

We value diversity.
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Job Description
Service:

Education and Skills

Location:

Colindale

Job Title:

Business Support Officer

Grade:

SCP 14-20

Reports to:

Senior Business Support Officer

1. Purpose of Job:
• Delivering comprehensive and flexible administrative and technical support activities to the
Education and Skills Service and schools that help maximise the working potential of
Senior Management and support business needs.
• To provide an efficient, effective and timely SEN casework related support function as part
of the SEN Strategic and Casework Team to support the delivery of a specialised service
relating to pupils with SEN.
• Within the context of an integrated service and working in collaboration with operational
colleagues, deliver innovative, cost effective and efficient business support solutions and
systems.
• Ensure professional standards and best practice act as key drivers within a culture of
continuous service improvement to meet present and future client and service needs.
• To support and assist the Senior Business Support Officers to deliver the Local Authority’s
statutory responsibilities.
• Provide support for and administration of the statutory duties required of the ECT
Appropriate Body.
• To provide business and administrative support for the BPSI and Traded Services. This will
include initiating work to comply with the strategic outline identified by the Traded Services
Operations Director and ensuring the training and development programme is effectively
provided to schools.
2.

Key accountabilities/duties/responsibilities:
• Carry out business support activities that help maximise the working potential of
Assistant Directors and support business needs across the Education and Skills Service.
• Establish productive, professional working relationships with internal colleagues, external
organisations, schools and settings to enhance service delivery.
• Work with the Senior Business Support Officer and other support officers to ensure contact
details are up-to-date.
• Ensure that the support functions are administered and including timely responses relating
to:
o The SEN statutory timescales for assessment and statementing/ preparing EHCPs
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o

7

Responses to annual reviews by schools, settings, colleges and the Local Authority
Responses to SEN appeals
Responses to complaints, FOI and SAR requests
Phase transition processes
Pupils transferring between other LAs
Customer care response time standards

•

Ensure timely and accurate data input to Tribal, checking consistency and coherence with
file and any other records, including decision making records.

•

Be responsible for the timely receipt and collation of advice in relation to the statutory
assessment and review process of children who have special educational needs and
ensure compliance with statutory timescales.

•

Advise and develop shared knowledge across support officers to ensure that the needs
of different internal and external clients are understood. This includes providing
business support to other service areas within Education and Skills during busy periods
and to cover absence.

•

Provide quality assurance of ECT reports through monitoring and recording evidence
against Teachers' Standards in line with the Statutory Guidance for the Induction of ECTs.

•

Work in collaboration with operational colleagues to ensure efficient administration of the
ECT training programme.

•

Understand the role of the Specialist Teams within the Education and Skills Service and
the relationship with schools, to ensure that the Business Support Team works in a proactive, collaborative and constructive manner, adding value to each stage of the process
and deliver to the shared objective.

•

Provide high quality business and administrative support to the Traded Services
Operations Director and the Barnet Partnership School Improvement (BPSI) Steering
Group which may include: diary management and travel arrangements, minute taking,
typing letters/ drafting various reports, preparing statistical information, preparing
presentation slides to ensure a professional and consistent support service.

•

Update the BPSI team’s websites and make decisions on the information and layout that is
published on these websites.

•

To ensure training and development sessions are successfully organised and delivered by
using initiative and established procedures to make sure that every component element is
planned and completed.

•

Produce correspondence, course publicity, materials, etc using a database and word
processor and reprographic equipment

•

Ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the basic support functions, meeting the
quality standards; including answering phones, minuting, arranging meetings and
diaries, preparing papers, drafting correspondence, filing, contact lists, structure charts
and data management.

•

Handle a range of queries and provide accurate and timely information to a wide range
of clients, parents, schools, outside agencies on statutory requirements and procedures.

•

Organise, administer and attend a range of Partnership meetings, Tribunal and Specialist
Panels as required. To include preparing and circulating minutes, agendas and documents,
take minutes, record and communicate decisions.

•

Ensure delivery is in accordance with policies and procedures of the Education and
Skills Service, and complies with professional standards, policy and practice and the
relevant statutory frameworks.

•

To specialise in particular areas of work as required. This could include providing support
around communications and events.

• To liaise with Directors, Assistant Directors, Headteachers, schools, members of the
public and other members of the Council.
•

Responsible for prioritising and dealing with general enquiries efficiently and effectively
both on the telephone and in person and able to give advice and information by email and
written communications.

•

Ensure that the responsibility of safeguarding the welfare of children is a fundamental
aspect of this job and that the principles are embedded in all procedures, practices,
professional advice and decision making. Ensure full compliance with the Pan-London
protocols and Barnet safeguarding standards.

2.1. Key accountabilities
2.1.1. Strategy and Policy Development
•

Understand Business Plans and ensure they direct day to day service priorities.

2.1.2. Performance and Customer Focus
•
•
•

Deliver consistently high performance within the context of a performance management
culture.
Ensure that outstanding customer service is being delivered on a day to day basis in line
with service standards.
Work flexibly and respond positively to changing business and client needs and carry out
any other duties within the scope of the nature and grade of the post.

2.1.3. Financial Responsibilities
•

No direct budgetary responsibility.

2.1.4. Leadership and Management
•

No direct line management but may support more junior staff within the service.

2.1.5. Programme & Project Management
• Within service area, deliver all projects to a high standard and within programme
management standards.
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2.1.6. Communication & Influence
•
•

Support internal and external communications for the Education and Skills Service. Ensure
all communications are clear, effective and appropriately targeted
Work closely and collaboratively with colleagues across the Service and partners to ensure
business activities are appropriately integrated and joined up.

2.1.7. Health and Safety and Data Management
• Ensure that all personal data is handled securely and in strict compliance with the data
protection legislation and the Education and Skills Service data management
protocols.
3. Promotion of Barnet Education and Learning Service Values
To ensure that customer care is maintained to the agreed standards according to BELS values.
To ensure that a high level of confidentiality is maintained in all aspects of work.
4. Flexibility
In order to deliver the service effectively, a degree of flexibility is needed and the post holder may
be required to perform work not specifically referred to above and which is on occasion outside of
normal working hours and/or at locations that differ from the primary place of work. Such duties,
however, will fall within the scope of the post, at the appropriate grade.

5. Barnet Education and Learning Services’ Commitment to Equality
To deliver BELS’ commitment to equality of opportunity in the provision of its services. All staff are
expected to promote equality in the work place and in the services BELS delivers.
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Person Specification
Service:

Education and Skills

Location:

Colindale

Job Title:

Business Support Officer

Grade:

SCP 14-20

Reports to:

Senior Business Support Officer

Essential Qualifications required
Type

Level required

1. Professional
qualifications/
memberships

No specific professional qualifications required

2. Education

Educated to A level or equivalent experience. Be able to demonstrate
a good standard of literacy, numeracy and excellent communication
skills

Technical / Knowledge Requirements
Type

Description

3. Role Specific
Competencies

•

Experience of operating effectively in a pressurised administrative
environment experiencing a broad range of administrative
functions

•

Experience of preparing correspondence, reports and other
documentation using Word, Excel and other PC based systems in
an accurate and competent manner

•

Advance user of Microsoft Office specifically Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook and other specific software packages

•

Experience of IT for record keeping, ordering, daily management

5. Knowledge

•

Proven experience of working with office systems and business
administration

6. Experience

•

Experience of supporting a business area

4. IT skills

Behavioural Competencies
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Competency

Key to role

7. Administration Skills

•

Proven experience in administrative or business support

•

The ability to take notes of meetings; to convert them into an
accurate record of the meeting with clear and defined action
points, ownership and timescales

8. Time management

9. Team working

10. Communication skills

11. Influencing &
negotiation
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•

The ability to create and maintain efficient, effective and secure
filling systems, both manual and electronic

•

Able to demonstrate excellent and high level of organisational and
time management skills

•

The ability to work in a pressured environment working to tight and
frequently changing deadlines

•

Ability to work on own initiative, prioritise and meet conflicting
deadlines

•

Ability to work with different managers and prioritise work
accordingly

•

Shares information with colleagues to deliver objectives

•

Able to demonstrate effective skills in an office environment

•

Contributes to a positive team spirit and healthy working
environment

•

Actively contributes ideas in team meetings or discussions

•

Appreciates the demands on team colleagues and willingly
provides them with support

•

Can agree to compromise where appropriate

•

Can demonstrate the effective use of written and verbal
communication skills to provide a high-quality service to
customers

•

Ability to interact and communicate, either face to face or on the
phone with a diverse group of people

•

Is courteous and polite when interacting with customers and
colleagues

•

Passes on information accurately and promptly

•

Listens carefully to others and asks questions for clarification

•

Presents ideas and views with confidence and clarity

•

Writes fluently and succinctly using appropriate style

•

Adopts a clear and professional telephone manner

•

Deals with confidential or sensitive issues discreetly

•

Can demonstrate a history of good team work and working well
with others across a wide range of seniority

12. Respecting others

13. Setting direction

14. Management &
performance

15. Working in
Partnership
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•

Respects the opinions of others and acknowledges opposing
viewpoints

•

Consistently acts in a way that promotes equality and diversity

•

Shows integrity and fairness when dealing with customers and
colleagues

•

Demonstrates impartiality and objectivity when taking actions and
making decisions

•

Shows empathy and understanding for the feelings of, and
situations faced by others

•

Is aware of own responsibilities for the health, safety and welfare
of self and others

•

Is clear about BELS’ strategic priorities and the goals of own
service area/Directorate

•

Understands how own work contributes to the BELS’ goals

•

Seeks to understand the need for, and responds proactively to
organisational change

•

Approaches change positively

•

Can demonstrate an ongoing commitment to learning and
performance enhancement

•

Works with manager to agree performance objectives

•

Takes ownership for, and commits to achieving performance
objectives

•

Monitors and evaluates own performance against objectives

•

Positively inputs to the performance appraisal and development
review process

•

Able to demonstrate the impact of delivering excellent customer
service

•

Able to add value to the role by being proactive in providing
assistance without requiring specific requests to be made

•

Understands the key functions of BELS’ and the broad roles of
service areas

•

Recognises the advantages of working with others across the
council

•

Builds strong working relationships, and seeks out views of people
outside of their team

•

Appreciates the political make-up and decision making processes
of the council

•

Shares information and knowledge with those outside of own
team.

16. External partnership
working
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•

Readily and effectively works with representatives of partnership

•

Has broad understanding of the wider local government context

•

Recognises the importance to the council of active partnership
working

How to apply and key dates

Closing date for applications:
Interviews will be held on:

5pm, Friday 29th October 2201
Thursday, 4th November 2021

Completing Application Forms
To apply for this post, you must complete an online application form available within the job
posting under www.islington.gov.uk/jobs.
Particular attention should be given to the Supporting Information section within the application
form. Shortlisting is based on the candidate’s ability to meet the selection criteria within the person
specification. Therefore, it is essential that you outline clear examples and evidence of how you
meet the requirements of the person specification. Examples and evidence should also relate
back to the duties/accountabilities contained in the job description.
Reply Details
Your application form must reach us by closing date. Applications received after this date will not
be considered.
To apply for this post, please visit www.islington.gov.uk/jobs. If you need assistance, please email
HR Team at schoolsrecruitment@islington.gov.uk quoting job reference BELS/889.
Further Information
Should you have any queries relating to any aspect of this appointment process, or require
additional information, then call the Recruitment Team, direct line (020) 7527 2875.
It is important that you complete ALL sections of the application form.
Next Steps
If you are selected for interview, we will contact you by email and/or text message.
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